
Building Your English

Developing Your English

Progress in English

Strengthening Your English

Extend Your English 

You can now function in reasonably complex social and work-related situations and can 

communicate ideas beyond simple information exchange. You can talk about all present 

situations and, with concentration, about most past and future situations. You can read and 

write relatively complex texts related to familiar areas. While some sounds may pose 

difficulties your pronunciation is relatively accurate.

You can now function in one-to-one situations with native speakers. You can talk about all 

present situations and most past and future situations with relative accuracy. You can read and 

write simple texts on a wide variety of subjects. Your vocabulary is expanding and you are 

modifying your statements for increased descriptiveness. You are beginning to come to terms 

with the more difficult sounds in the language.

You can now talk about abstract ideas and are reasonably at ease with the language. You 

occasionally sacrifice accuracy for the sake of increased fluency but you can talk accurately 

about all present situations and most past and future situations. You can read and write 

relatively complex texts on a limited range of subjects. Your vocabulary is continuing to expand 

and is more readily available to you. Your pronunciation is more natural and you are beginning 

to think more about intonation and stress.

You are now able to produce accurate language spontaneously and your level of mother-

tongue interference is decreasing. You can differentiate between tenses without concentration 

and correct your own inaccuracies. You can read and write complex texts on a wide range of 

subjects. Your vocabulary is increasingly descriptive and wide-ranging and you are coming to 

terms with the most difficult sounds in the language.

You can now function in reasonably complex group situations with native speakers. You are no 

longer mentally translating your communications. You are at ease with the language and can 

talk about all past, present, future and hypothetical situations. You can read difficult texts on a 

range of subjects. Your vocabulary is progressively more comprehensive and you don't often 

have to search for a word. You have come to terms with the most difficult sounds in English and 

are focusing on intonation.

You are now an independent user of English and speak it with ease and little mother-tongue 

interference. You can talk about all past, present, future and hypothetical situations and 

communicate abstract ideas effectively.  You can read business, literary and technical texts 

and can write simple versions of the above. Your vocabulary is increasingly idiomatic and your 

pronunciation and intonation increasingly natural.

Foundation English

Survival English

You can now function in simple social situations and can communicate personal 

information about yourself and your work and ask others for similar information about 

themselves. You can talk about most present situations and some past and future 

situations. You can read and write short, simple texts related to familiar areas.  Your 

general vocabulary is limited but you have a good work-related vocabulary.
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